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Secretaryôs  Welcome 
Greetings members and friends of RC40. We are approaching the final 
semester of the current Executive Committee of RC40. 
 
Elections for the next Executive Committee for RC40 will thus be the first 
and most important topic of this newsletter. The call for Nominations is 
out for Elections for the President, Secretary/Treasurer, Executive 
Committee and a Junior Seat. Nominate good candidates ï others or 
yourself ï to serve on the executive committee for the forthcoming four-
year period. The criteria for being elected is to be a member of RC40 
(and ISA) in good standing. Also, remember that to vote for your 
candidate to the Committee you must be a member yourself. 
 
In this newsletter, we share stories from the sitting committee. The 
members of today's board tell of both the high professional and personal 
benefits and joy of participating.  
 
Other matters in the newsletter are reports from activities in RC40 the 
previous semester. We organized a mini-conference in Leipzig and 
started a book club! We were also visible at the IRSA conference in 
Cairns.  
 
In the first half of 2023, there will be two new workshops on article 
writing for young scholars in two new regions. We also aim to arrange 
some web-based gatherings where we combine the academic and the 
social. 
 
You will see that there will be a lot of RC40 activity at the world congress 
in Melbourne with many diverse sessions set up by our session 
organizers. The sessions receive a high number of abstract submissions 
and unfortunately, we could not accommodate all.  
 
The transition to the new officers will be made at the RC40 Business 
Meeting, which will be held at the Melbourne ISA World Congress in late 
June 2023. The Business Meeting is where we reflect critically, lay 
plans, and collectively advance shared governance of RC40. Come join 
us! 
 
Hoping for high interest in the election! 
 
Kind regards,  
Hilde Bjørkhaug 
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Election for the next Executive Committee 2023-2027 
 

Call for nominations: We seek to identify people to stand for election for 
RC40 leadership. This leadership group will lead the membership and 
keep the organization moving ahead. 
  
This call for Nominations is for: 

¶ President  
¶ Secretary/Treasurer  
¶ Executive Committee (four seats) 
¶ Dedicated early career scholar seat.   

  
  
Nominate qualified candidates ï others or yourself ï to serve in the 
leadership group for the forthcoming four-year period.   
 
 

Nominated candidates shall be regular members of RC40 during the 
period of serving. Regular members are individuals in good standing 
within the ISA (members of ISA and RC40).  

  
For more information on RC40, statues and activities and membership ï 
visit our webpage https://www.isa-agrifood.com/about  
  
  

Send nominations to RC40 Secretary Hilde Bjørkhaug 
by February 15, 2023   
  
Regards  
  
Hilde Bjørkhaug   
 
 

https://www.isa-agrifood.com/about
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My story: How RC40 changed my professional life é..  
 
Stories from the current Executive CCommittee 
  

Allison Loconto  

I first joined RC40 as a graduate student upon the advice of my mentors. I really enjoyed the 
cross-generational dialogue that was always promoted within RC40, which is why I not only 
stayed in the RC40, but also why I wanted to become more active in the group. I became 
president of RC40 at the ISA World Congress in Yokohama in 2014 and I served my four-
year term with Maki Hatanaka as secretary/treasurer and an excellent EC who supported us 
to revise the statutes of the RC, to revitalize the journal and to become more active across 
the ISA by participating in the ISA Forum for the first time in Vienna in 2016. This leadership 
experience motivated me personally to become more involved in the ISA itself by serving on 
the ISAôs Executive Committee from 2018-2023. My role as journal liaison on the current 
RC40 EC inspired me to take over as the new Chief Editor for IJSAF as we strive to continue 
the positive trend in the journalôs trajectory. I remain committed to the RC40 community and I 
am looking forward to working with a new IJSAF liaison on the new EC who will be able to 
bring even more ideas to our brilliant editorial team and community. 
  
Photoes:  
Allison Loconto and Doug Constance (missing from the photo but present at the table: 
Steven Wolf, Marie-Christine Renard and Sarah Bowen) ï discussing Divided Spirits and 
tasting Mezcal. ISA World Congress in Toronto 2016. 
 
Allison churning butter at the Delhi Organic Market during fieldwork in 2017. 
Spoiler ï butter was not churned, I didnôt have the arm strength (and the ice wasnôt cold 
enough) é 
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Angga Dwiartama 

My first engagement with RC40 was during my doctoral study at the University of Otago, 
New Zealand, circa-2011. I benefitted from the active involvement of my PhD supervisors, 
mentors, and fellow students in RC40, from which I learned to appreciate the value of 
network and collegiality that are cherished in this organization. I began to get involved 
professionally in RC40 when I put my name as an executive member of RC40 Executive 
Committee for the 2019-2023. There, I found my passion to build a stronger communication 
media for this network and have worked to improve the RC40 website (www.isa-
agrifood.com), community blog pages, and co-manage the RC40 social media at Twitter 
(@ISA_RC40). I am keen to work together with like-minded members, and see the ISA 
World Congress in Melbourne in June 2023 as a way to connect and plan strategies to 
increase the visibility of RC40 in the wider academic community. 
 
Photos 
Angga presenting at IRSA 2022 in Cairns 
 
Mini-conference dinner in Leipzig 2022  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hilde Bjørkhaug  

My first encounter with RC40 was when, as a young PhD candidate, I was encouraged by 
my mentors to attend the ISA world conference in Brisbane Australia in 2002. Here I asked 
to be included in a community of established and new scholars who enthusiastically 
presented their own and gave input and encouragement to others. The very special social 
spirit that was in the research group mersmak and I have followed RC30 through ISA and 
other 40 sponsored activities since then. There are, among other things, RC40 events at 
ESRS and IRSA's conferences where I myself have been involved in organizing workshops 
and have contributed to publishing activities such as co-editor responsibility for special 
issues in IJSAF. I was elected to the RC40 executive committee in 2014-2019 and was 
elected secretary/treasurer in 2019-2023. As secretary/treasurer, I am responsible for 
newsletters, have contributed to the operation of RC40's website and I keep track of the 
finances. I was responsible for the coordination of RC40 sessions in the ISA virtua forum in 
Porto Alegre (2021) and had the pleasure of supporting the environment at the University of 
Leibzig in conducting the Rc40 mini-conference in 2022. The professional gatherings in 
RC40, meetings with old and new friends, always gives me a lot of energy and reminds me 
why I have chosen a profession and lifestyle as a researcher. I bet that energy flows over to 
new generations. 
 

  

http://www.isa-agrifood.com/
http://www.isa-agrifood.com/
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Maki Hatanaka 

I served as Secretary and Treasurer of RC40 from 2014-2018 and a member of its Executive 
Board from 2018-2023. As Secretary/Treasurer, I was responsible for managing the RC40ôs 
budget, organizing social events and banquets, and publishing newsletters. Since my time 
as a graduate student, RC40 has been a place where I get to meet with sociologists from 
across the world working on similar issues as me. I have always found RC40 to be a 
fascinating scholarly organization and look forward to the various meetings it sponsors. 
Through the activities and programs of RC40, I have come to be friends with many scholars 
from different regions/countries, which is a tremendous asset to me. RC40 is a very unique 
organization in that regard, and there are so many opportunities to initiate something 
meaningful on a global scale. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memories form a mini-conference Maki organized (RC40/RSS joint conference) 
The RC40 banquet in Toronto (ISA World Congress 2019) below. 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 7 

Michael Carolan  
I have been a member of the RC40 Executive Committee (EC) since 2019. During that time, 
I had the pleasure of learning about RC40 and its commitment to expanding intellectual 
communities in the name of critical agrifood scholarship, with a particular interest in helping 
mentor junior scholars.  I am especially proud of having provided support in one of the first 
RC40 Early Career Agrifood Workshops.  I came to RC40 later in my career.  My early 
mentors were not involved in this network and, thus, I did not come to appreciate its value as 
a welcoming space for interdisciplinary exchange until recently.  I point to my example as a 
teachable moment and would encourage others to get involved with RC40 as early as 
possible.  RC40 and its journal IJSAF offer important platforms for stimulating debate and 
forming lifelong friendships.   
 
 
 

Steven Wolf 

I joined RC40 in the mid-1990s as a graduate student at University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
The welcome I received from leaders in the field to join academic debates and the relations I 
built with peers remain vivid memories. As a PhD student, a postdoctoral researcher, and as 
a faculty member, I drew on the RC40 network to organize international workshops and edit 
books. As an RC40 Executive Committee member (2014-2018) and now as President 
(2019-2023), I have had a chance to invest in strengthening this unique intellectual 
community. In recent years, I have worked to expand the RC40 Regional Representative 
network, institutionalize the RC40 Early Career Agrifood Workshops, deepen linkages 
between RC40 and our journal IJSAF, and encourage the Executive Committee and all 
RC40 members and affiliates to initiate new efforts such as the RC40 Blog and the RC40 
book club. The academic conference hosted in October 2022 by University of Leipzig was a 
particularly gratifying event, and I look forward to the ISA World Congress in Melbourne in 
June 2023. For me, RC40 is a platform to stimulate ideas, exchange research results, 
support professional development, and celebrate agrifood fellowship. I encourage you to 
invest in building your ties with this diverse and welcoming group of people.  
 
 

 
Steven and others at the RC40 mini-conference concerned at ESRS 2019 in Trondheim.   
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RC40 Membership   
 

Former or not jet a member of RC40?  

It could be that your membership in RC40 has expired, your membership 
in ISA expired  - or both. Both must be in place to be considered regular 
members of RC40. 
 
Visit the ISA homepage to check your status! 
 
https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/membership/individual-membership 

 

Only regular members provide RC40 benefits such as support for 

activities from ISA or contribute to the most possible slots at ISA 

conferences and forums.  

Only members in ISA and RC40 'count' as members in this way.  

If you are not a full RC40 member, you can of course still be a friend of 

RC40, receive newsletters and participate actively on our own websites 

and forums!  
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RC40 Early Career Agrifood Researcher Workshops 
(Online) 
 

The next RC40 Early Career Agrifood Researcher Workshop will take place 

on February 3. 2023 focused on the Middle East and North Africa 

(Applications closed). 

About the workshops:  
These one-day virtual workshops aim to 
strengthen early career agrifood researchersô 
ability to publish research articles in English 
language journals.  
 
RC40 organized the first event in this series in 
2020 focusing on East Asia. We hosted an event 
focused on Latin America in 2021.  
 
These events are coordinated by RC40 Regional 
Representatives, a global network of  agrifood 
research leaders - https://www.isa-
agrifood.com/links.  
 
All early career researchers are welcome to 
apply to participate. All are encouraged to 
promote these events to support the professional development of the next 
generation of leaders in our field. 

 

The call is out for the Southern Africa event taking place April 2023.  

The Research Committee on Sociological Association invites early-career 
researchers from the Sub-Saharan Africa region (or PhD candidates whose 
studies focus on the region) for an online workshop aiming to produce high-
quality articles for publication in international agri-food journals.  
 
The aim of this workshop is to support early-career agri-food researchers in 
moving their papers for successful publication in international journals. The 
objective is to provide feedback on the works-in-progress (i.e., constructive 
feedback on draft papers), and advise the authors on some strategies to adopt 
for publishing. This is NOT a traditional research seminar with presentations/ 
questions. Successful participants will submit their papers and receive 
individual comments on them before and during the workshop from both 
mentors and peers. During the workshop, participants will spend time 
examining some of the common issues and opportunities identified in 
reviewed manuscripts as well as tactics that can improve the manuscriptôs 

https://pixabay.com/photos/laptop-

apple-macbook-computer-2561018/ 

 

https://www.isa-agrifood.com/links
https://www.isa-agrifood.com/links
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publication success. After the workshop, participants will receive continued 
support from faculty mentors to ensure they successfully publish their papers.  
Who can apply:  
We welcome applications from RC40 members, African Rural Sociologists, 
and people interested in contributing towards the development of a strong 
interdisciplinary food systems research network.  
Å Early-career agri-food researchers from Africa whose works are focused on 
food systems (production, processing, packaging, distribution, marketing, 
purchasing, consumption, and waste of food).  
Å Ph.D. candidates, young faculty & researchers working and living in Africa, 
and those who have earned their PhDs in the last seven years and not 
managed to publish their works in international journals are highly encouraged 
to apply.   
 
Workshop Format  
This workshop will follow six phases:  

1. Application (Deadline Jan. 30th, 2023): Interested participants 
submit an online application form that will include a short bio (up 
to 200 words), a CV (including any published work), and an 
abstract (up to 400 words) of a paper proposition focusing on 
contemporary agri-food/ food systems issue; 

2. Invitation to participate in the workshop (Feb.10, 2023): 
Successful applicants will be notified and invited to submit well-
written draft papers that will be supported by the workshop; 

3. Working papers (Mar. 30th,2023): Workshop participants will 
submit well-written draft papers (6,000 ï 9,000 words) that will be 
reviewed by faculty mentors and peers ahead of the workshop; 

4. Online workshop (Apr. 2023): Participants will participate in a 
two-day intensive workshop; 

5. Conference presentation (Jun. ï Aug. 2023): Workshop 
participants will receive support to attend and present their 
working papers at an international conference; 

6. Special issue publication: Participants will receive continued 
support to ensure the successful completion and publication of 
their final papers in The International Journal of Sociology of 
Agriculture and Food.  

 
 
Submit your application here using the following link: 
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0DPNqkFGhWMirP0  
 
If you have questions, please contact:  
Dr. Manka N. Sheila épse Nkamta: manka_ngoh@yahoo.com  
Dr. Fridah Mubichi-Kut: mfm96@Cornell.edu  
 

  

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0DPNqkFGhWMirP0
mailto:manka_ngoh@yahoo.com
mailto:mfm96@Cornell.edu
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R040 Book Club  
 
 
 
 
Are you looking for new ways to stay on top of new publications in the 
sociology of agriculture and food? Do you want to have some engaged 
conversations with others in the field about critical agri-food issues? The 
Research Committee on Agriculture and Food (RC 40) of the 
International Sociological Association is starting a critical engagement 
book club.  
 
Join us!  
 
On EC member Katharine Legunôs initiative, a 
book club has been launched! More than 50 
people have signed up for the club and the first 
meeting has been held to discuss Kelly 
Bonsonôs The Immaculate Conception of data. 
You might be interested in this initiative.  
 
 
To find out more, please read the attached, 
and to sign-up, please complete this online 
form: 
https://my.forms.app/katharinelegun/bookclub.  
 
The form reveals other suggested reads as 
well as enables you to suggest future readings.  
 
See the information below and sign up for 
future discussions of sociology literature on 
agriculture and food.   
 
 

 

https://my.forms.app/katharinelegun/bookclub
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